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As Mr. Lowes Dickinson justly observes: "Had this
remark been the Kaiser's instead of the Tsar's, all our war-
historians would have been citing it as a definite proof of
the guilt, and the sole guilt of Germany. I do not cite it
as a proof of the guilt,'still less the sole guilt, of Russia.
I cite it as one more illustration of the state of mind
of all ministers and all princes—'The war will come. We
don't want it; but we must be ready. And when it-
comes . . . !'"103
IZVOLSKI'S EFFORT TO OPEN THE STRAITS 1ST 1911
Izvolski had made two futile and unfortunate efforts to
realize his ambition of opening the Straits to Russian war-
ships. The first was made during the negotiations for the
Anglo-Russian Convention of 1907, and the second in the
Buchlau Bargain of 1908. Both had failed on account of
opposition from Sir Edward Grey and lack of support from
the French. But in the fall of 1911, Izvolski believed that
the European situation invited a more successful effort.
The French march to Fez, and the resulting Agadir Crisis,
had drawn closer the ties between the Entente Powers,
particularly the bonds between France and England. Ger-
many, having roused England to the verge of war in defense
of France and the Morocco Agreement, had been compelled
to accept a settlement, which was on the point of being
signed, by which she abandoned all claims in Morocco in
exchange for portions of the French Congo. Russia had
not given France any such active and effective diplomatic
'support as had Sir Edward Grey and Mr. Lloyd George.
On the contrary, Izvolski had worked "with all his strength"
to moderate France and urged her to give in to many of the
German demands.104 M. Neratov, who had charge of the
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